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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AUSTRALIANS LOOK TO DO-IT-YOURSELF WILL KITS 
A NEW SURVEY FINDS AUSTRALIANS PLANNING THEIR ESTATES AND WILLS ARE INCREASINGLY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE D-I-Y OPTION 
(Sydney) January 2010 – A new survey commissioned by Include a Charity has revealed an increasing trend in Australia of using Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Will Kits, from local newsagents or post offices, as a means of planning estates and making personal Wills.

Whilst going through a solicitor was still the most popular means of making, or updating, a Will, the survey conducted with people aged 60+ over the past four years (since 2005), has uncovered a significant increase of Australians choosing to take advantage of the simple steps and standard templates within DIY Will kits.
The survey uncovered:
· While only 3 per cent of those surveyed aged 60+ in 2005 used a DIY kit from a newsagent or post office, this figure is now up to 11 per cent in 2009 

· For those questioned aged 60+  the use of DIY Will Kits has become more popular than using an estate planner or public trustee, making it the second most popular choice after going through a solicitor 
· 8 per cent of 45 – 59 year olds used a DIY Kit to make or update a Will

· DIY Will kits from newsagents or post offices are more popular in Western Australia (33%) compared to only 6 per cent in Victoria

· The use of DIY Will Kits is more common with males (16%), compared to females (9%)
“In Australia we have several options to take when we decide to make or update a will; through solicitors, estate planners or through DIY Kits from post offices or charities. Taking the first step of making a Will is crucial if a person wants to make sure that it is their wishes that govern what happens to their property after they die. The will maker must be certain that everything laid out in the Will is both legally effective and accurately implements their intentions. Include a Charity’s survey showed that 24 per cent of 45 – 59 year old Australians don’t have a Will and this is worrying. Most people I talk to want to have a say in how their property is distributed amongst their loved ones and make sure that it does not get distributed according to the arbitrary formula in the Succession Act that applies when you do not have a valid Will,” said Michael Perkins, Special Counsel and Include a Charity ambassador.
The national study, conducted by Instinct & Reason on behalf of Include a Charity surveyed the attitudes of 505 Australians aged 45+ towards Will making and charities.
Ends 

About Include a Charity - Working together since mid 2005, Include a Charity is a non-profit working 

group of four of Australia’s leading charities united in their commitment to increase the number of people including charitable bequests in their Wills. The four member charities are Australian Red Cross, Cancer Council Australia, the Heart Foundation and Mission Australia.

The mandate of Include a Charity is to increase awareness of the importance of charitable bequests and instigate behavioural change resulting in more Australians including a gift to charity in their Wills.

Include a Charity has free information packs about Wills and bequests. If you would like to order an information pack or have any questions please call 1800 400 300 or visit www.includeacharity.com.au 

For more information, please contact:
Georgina Morris 02 8260 2842 / 0433 469 961 / includeacharity@thisismango.com.au 
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